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mission-rooms, meeting-houses and unions for prayer, for
charity and for self-help." * At a time when British society
was ripe for chaos or anarchy, Wesley, labouring fourteen
to sixteen hours a day, made the mute, illiterate population
vocal: he gave them their first lessons in democratic organi-
zation, in sobriety, self-discipline and self-help. Sir Josiah
Stamp scarcely overstates the case when he asserts that
"Wesley and Shaftesbury together ... by evolution of
opinion and sympathy", saved Britain from "bloody
revolution".
Fifty years before the outbreak of the French Revolution
this rugged prophet had taught to his outcast countrymen
three mighty principles: Liberty, Equality, Fraternity. But
these principles he taught not with the cynical superiority
of Voltaire, nor the demagogical arrogance of Rousseau.
In their gods he had little faith. Had he not been raised
in an atmosphere of rationalism and materialism, and
rebelled against it? He came, therefore., preaching not his
own wisdom, but the wisdom of God through Christ. Hence
his emphasis was spiritual to the core; and when he spoke
of Liberty, Equality, Fraternity, he spoke not in terms of
class hatred or revolution, but in terms of the Kingdom of
God upon earth.
To appraise the social fruits of the Revival which started
with Wesley would require volumes. That the abolition of
the slave-trade, and finally the emancipation of all slaves
within the Empire, was an immediate result, no historian
will deny. Even Jeremy Bentham admitted this: "If to be
an anti-slavist is to be (a saint9," he declared, "sainthood
for me. I am a 'saint'." 3 True, a few other Rationalists
cast in their lot with "the saints"; but the whole campaign,
waged in the teeth of furious opposition, was organized and
led by zealous converts of this revival. Granville Sharpe,
William Wilberforce, Thomas Clarkson, Zachary Macaulay,
Sir James Stephen, William Cowper and John Newton were
1 Vol. vi, p, 84.                                                  z Halevy, op. cit., p. 510.